
Trail Rules
1. A current user pass is encouraged for all trail 
users age 12-64.  Funds from user passes help 
maintain and develop the trail.  Annual and 
Daily Passes can be purchased at the Drop Boxes 
located at several access points along the trail.  
Annual Passes can also be purchased online and at 
designated information centers listed inside.
Daily Pass: $1.00, Annual Pass: $12.00.

2. Courtesy.  The Wabash Trace is a multi-use 
recreational trail.  Bike riders, please control 
your speed, ride on the right, pass on the left, 
give warning of your approach with a friendly 
greeting or bell.  Cyclists should yield the right of 
way to pedestrians.  In the section where horses 
are allowed on the parallel trail, all should yield to 
horses on bridges until the animal is off the bridge.

3. Leave No Marks.  This trail’s crushed limestone 
surface is vulnerable to damage during Iowa’s 
seasonal freeze/thaw cycles.  Please avoid using 
the trail if you can leave impressions in the 
surface.  Do not disturb livestock, wildlife, native 
plants, trees and wildlife habitat.  Carry out all 
trash.

4. Stay On Trails.  Respect trail and road closures, 
as well as private property adjacent to the 
trail.  Exercise caution when crossing roads and 
highways.

5. NO Unauthorized Motor Vehicles are allowed 
on any portion of the trail.  This includes ATV’s, 
snowmobiles and motorcycles.

6. Horseback Riding.  An off-road trail for mt. bikes 
and equestrians runs parallel to the main trail in 
the section between Council Bluffs and Dumfries.  
Horses are allowed only on the off-route trail and 
at the discretion of SWINT.

7. Hunting, trapping, weapons, open fires and 
unleashed animals are not allowed.

8. Camping is not allowed on the trail itself.  
Camping areas near the trail are listed in another 
part of this brochure.

Southwest Iowa Nature Trails, Inc.
Southwest Iowa Nature Trails, Inc. (SWINT) is 
a private non-profit organization comprised of 
volunteers who are committed to recreational 
trail development.  SWINT members organize all 
official activities on the Wabash Trace.   They work 
closely with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
and public partners to assure the continued 
existence of this great recreational resource.  

Here’s what we do: trail maintenance, sign 
placement, special events planning, Adopt-a-
Bridge/Bench/Mile, general fundraising, public 
relations, promotions, user pass sales & more.

To join SWINT, volunteer, or schedule events on 
the trail, call any of the following Board members:
  Greg Losh (Council Bluffs) 712-326-8207
  Rebecca Castle (Imogene) 515-210-0269
  Bill Hillman (Shenandoah) 712-246-9589

Annual membership dues to SWINT include a $12 
Trail Pass.  Annual fees are $25 for Contributors,    
$50 for Supporters, $100 for Sustainers.

Donations of any size are gratefully accepted.  
Donating your time to work on the trail is one 
of the best ways to help.  The Wabash Trace 
depends on the efforts of the private citizens 
who built, maintain, and manage the trail.
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Camping & Lodging Overnight
Boehner Park in Malvern, about halfway between 
Council Bluffs and Shenandoah, is a city park that 
is available for primitive and RV camping. 

Malvern Depot at the trailhead offers overnight 
guest lodging for up to 6 and is located midway 
along the trail. Listed on airbnb.com

Art Church in downtown Malvern is a unique 
overnight destination in the basement of a church-
turned art and event space. Listed on airbnb.com 
or contact Zack: 480-628-9234

Pierce Crossing Guest House in Malvern offers 
overnight guest lodging and is located midway 
along the trail. 712-624-8850; piercecrossing.com

Imogene Trailhead has primitive camping, two 
electrical RV hookups, and seasonal showers/
restrooms in a repurposed grain bin.  Contact 
Becca: 515-210-0269 

King’s Cottage in Imogene sleeps 4 comfortably, 
6 uncomfortably.  Located right by the Historic St. 
Patrick Church.  Contact Lynn: 713-882-4311

The City Parks in Shenandoah are available for 
camping.  Contact Parks Dept.: 712-246-3409

Ike’s Place (former Izaak Walton), just south of 
Shenandoah where the trail crosses Hwy 2, is 
available for camping and has a shower in the 
basement.  The main lodge can be rented for all 
types of events.  Contact Amy: 712-215-5318.

The Gravel House in Coin, 2-bed cottage with full 
bath and kitchen.  Contact Julie: 712-583-3345.

Coin’s Wabash Trace Park, just off the trail, offers 
camping, showers and a shelter. Contact Coin City 
Hall: 712-583-3523. 

You can also stay at any of the motels in the 
Council Bluffs, Malvern or Shenandoah areas.  

Trail History
The former rail line that is now the Wabash 
Trace Nature Trail started in 1878 as part of the 
Council Bluffs & St. Louis Railway and was later 
acquired by the Wabash Railroad. Although it was 
eventually taken over by the Norfolk & Western 
after World War II, and later by the Iowa Southern 
Railway, the Wabash held many memories for 
area residents, memories that now live on in the 
Wabash Trace.
The trail is dotted with sites of former railroad 
depots that once provided settlers the essentials 
of prairie life. Some of these depots grew into 
towns still found along the way, while others 
dwindled and disappeared, unable to withstand 
the changes brought by highway transportation.  
Remnants of some of these ghost towns can still 
be seen through the corridor. The original Wabash 
Depot, located in Shenandoah, has been saved and 
historically renovated. The building is now listed 

on the National Register 
of Historic Places and is 
located along the trail 
near Sportsman’s Park. 
The Depot in Malvern 
was recently converted 
into a bunkhouse that 

will sleep up to 6.  Several communities along the 
trail have restored historic main street buildings,  
which are now home to thriving downtown 
businesses supported by the trail.

Information Centers
Get trail passes, brochures, maps, updates on trail 
conditions, information about upcoming events 
and more at these Information Centers:
-Xtreme Wheels, Endless Trail Bike Shop, True 
Wheel (Council Bluffs, IA)
-Old Towne Cyclery, The Bike Rack, Bike 
Masters, The Bike Way, Olympia Cycle, The 
Trek Store, Greenstreet Cycles, Ferguson Bike 
Store. Omaha Bicycle Company (Omaha, NE & 
Surrounding areas)
-Tobey Jacks Mineola Steakhouse (Mineola, IA) 
-Emerald Isle (Imogene, IA) 
-The Depot Deli (Shenandoah, IA)

For more information: 
wabashtracenaturetrail@gmail.com

facebook.com/wabashtrace
www.wabashtrace.org

www.wabashtrace.com

About the Trail
The Wabash Trace Nature Trail is a converted 
railroad right-of-way running 63 miles through 
scenic Iowa countryside. The corridor was 
purchased in 1989 and has been an ongoing 
project since then.  Establishment and 
maintainence of the trail has required dedication 
from individuals, families, businesses, service 
organizations, state and federal grant programs 
and private foundations throughout the years.  

You will travel through the picturesque Loess 
Hills, which run along the western edge of Iowa. 
These hills were formed 14,000 years ago by 
windblown loess (pronounced “luss”), a fine 
and fertile soil, which built up over the years to 
heights of 200-300 feet. While loess soils are 
common, the unusual depth and extent of this 
formation are most prominent only here and in 
northern China.

Because of the availability of amenities and 
services, many visitors use either the Iowa West 
Trailhead Park in Council Bluffs (on the Loess 
Hills National Scenic Byway) or the Shenandoah 
Trailheads (see map) as starting points. 

You can travel the entire 63 miles by foot, bicycle, 
wheelchair, ski, or snowshoe.  No motorized 
vehicles are permitted.  Many people enjoy the 
trail to watch birds and wildlife; identify animal 
tracks, trees or wildflowers; walk a dog on a leash; 
visit the trail towns; have a picnic; stargaze; get a 
closer look at working farms; write poetry, take 
photographs, draw pictures, sing or whistle; & 
make new friends!

Since 1988, two non-profit organizations 
(Southwest Iowa Nature Trails Project, Inc. and 
the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation) along with 
countless volunteers have worked to preserve, 
enhance and maintain the Wabash Trace Nature 
Trail for public use and enjoyment. 

As with all outdoor activities remember to bring 
water, let folks know your itinerary, bring a cell 
phone or travel with a buddy. If you are hurt or     
 injured, call 911.

Tom Winfield
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Mile Post # Town to Town Distance (mi.)
407.0 CB Trailhead to Mineola 9.6
397.4 Mineola to Silver City 4.3
393.1 Silver City to Malvern 8.0
385.1 Malvern to Imogene 13.6
371.5 Imogene to Shenandoah 8.9
362.6 Shenandoah to IKES 5.0
357.6 IKES to Coin 7.5
350.1 Coin to Blanchard 5.4
344.7 Total Trail Distance 62.3

* Mileage is based on the Wabash Railroad timetable.  The original trip by 
train from Blanchard to Council Bluffs took 2 hours 49 minutes.  

Mileage Between Towns Along The Wabash Trace
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We appreciaTe Your SupporT
Thank You & Enjoy The Trail

            www.wabashtrace.org
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